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. “Bambi is a delicious book. For delicacy of perception
All three 1920s editions are and essential truth, | hardly know any s\'zory F;f an!omals

illustrated by Kurt Wiese that can stand beside this life study of a forest deer.”
John Galsworthy, foreword to the Whittaker Chambers
translation.




1931 English Translation by Whittaker Chambers
[lustrated by Kurt Wiese (lithographs)
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A Sunny Afternoon,
The Forest.

My DEeAr FrIEnDS:

I suppose you all know that Felix Salten, the man who wrote this
book about me and my family, lives near my home in the summertime.
We're always glad to see him because he has said so many lovely and
true things about us.

Only the other day Felix Salten paid us a visit, bearing with him !
some very welcome news. Vou know how our friends, the snakes, shed
their old coats in the spring and put on glossy new ones? Well, it seems

b that my story is to have a new dress, too.

il Felix Salten said that Kurt Wiese, whose Dictures we all like so g
much, has drawn a great many new ones—even better ones, he said. %
We're all very anxious to see them, particularly Faline, who I am a
afraid is a little too fond of looking at herself, anyway. 3

1¥'s good to know that the new book is
which will be easier to read. We're not a
the squirrel.

20ing 1o be in big, big letters ’
/ as bright-eyed as my friend 1

.We//, Z /lopf My Salten’s book in its new dress will make many new ?‘
Sriends for us in America. All of us here in the woods send our love and i
hope that some day you will visit us in our home near the lovely blue 1
Danube. :

Affectionately,

1931, BY SIMON AND SCHUSTER, INC.
MicHAEL CART. KURT WIESE, ILLUSTRATOR. THE MAN WHO GAVE FREDDY A FACE. FRIENDS OF FREDDY. FREDDYTHEPIG.COM ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. COPYRIGHT 1929, , ,



Kurt Wiese
(1887 - 1974)

Kurt Wiese was born in Germany. As a young man he lived in China, where he was captured by the Japanese at the
outbreak of World War | and turned over to the British. Wiese spent five years as a prisoner, mostly in Australia.
Entranced by the animals and the landscape, he found that he had a gift for illustration. After the war he lived in
Brazil for a time before immigrating to the U.S. in 1927 and settling in New Jersey.

“I married and bought a little farmhouse at the
edge of the woods which cover the rocky banks
of the Delaware River about twenty-five miles
above Trenton, New Jersey. It’s a good life. | can
sit at my window and the animals come to me.
They make me understand how they live.”

Kurt Wiese, lllustrator
Bambi (multiple editions)

MicHAEL CART. KURT WIESE, ILLUSTRATOR. THE MAN WHO GAVE FREDDY A FACE. FRIENDS OF FREDDY. FREDDYTHEPIG.COM 1929 EDITION COPYRIGHT GROSSET & DUNLAP PUBLISHERS BY ARRANGEMENT WITH SIMON AND SCHUSTER, INC.
ILLUSTRATIONS BY KURT WIESE.



1931 English Translation by Whittaker Chambers
Illustrated by Kurt Wiese (lithographs)
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2022 English Translation by Jack Zipes
Illustrated by Alenka Sottler
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Two Concepts
THE ORIGINAL

“I developed two concepts. In the first one, which is

The Story ofa [ now done, | let the text play a big role, while the
Life in the Forest

illustrations are meant to encourage the reader’s
own experience of what is written. In the second
[ o concept, on the other hand, | strongly emphasize
B e the hidden context of the text. The forest becomes
B, OB g £ Vienna. We see Bambi and the other forest animals
being chased through the streets for no reason.”

Trandated & introduced by

JACK ZIPES
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Alenka Sottler, Illustrator
Bambi: The Story of a Life in the Forest

SALTEN & ZIPES. THE ORIGINAL BAMBI: THE STORY OF A LIFE IN THE FOREST. TRANSLATED BY JACK ZIPES FROM FELIX
SALTEN’S BAMBI: A STORY OF A LiIFE IN THE WoobDs (1923). CopYRIGHT © 2022 BY PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS.
ILLUSTRATIONS COPYRIGHT © 2022 BY ALENKA SOTTLER. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



The Animals Flee From Man in the Forest

CONCEPT 1: ENCOURAGING THE READER’S OWN EXPERIENCE. CONCEPT 2: EMPHASIZING THE HIDDEN CONTEXT. THE FOREST BECOMES VIENNA
THIS ILLUSTRATION IS IN THE BOOK. (NOTICE THE BUILDINGS ON THE RIGHT). THIS ILLUSTRATION IS NOT IN THE BOOK.

SALTEN & ZIPES. THE ORIGINAL BAMBI: THE STORY OF A LIFE IN THE FOREST, PP 78-79. TRANSLATED BY JACK ZIPES HUNT, WITH PHOTO FROM THE OSTERREICHISCHE NATIONALBIBLIOTEK KARTENSAMMLUNG. COPYRIGHT © 2022 BY
FROM FELIX SALTEN’S BAMBI: A STORY OF A LIFE IN THE Woobs (1923). CoPYRIGHT © 2022 BY PRINCETON ALENKA SOTTLER. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
UNIVERSITY PRESS. ILLUSTRATIONS COPYRIGHT © 2022 BY ALENKA SOTTLER. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



Bambi and His Mother

THIS ILLUSTRATION IS IN THE BOOK. THIS ILLUSTRATION IS NOT IN THE BOOK.

CONCEPT 1: ENCOURAGING THE READER’S OWN EXPERIENCE. CONCEPT 2: EMPHASIZING THE HIDDEN CONTEXT. THE FOREST BECOMES VIENNA.

“In this sketch, | really
turned everything upside
down. | tried the idea
that the forest would
replace the streets,
houses and squares of
Vienna in the story,
followed by forest
animals. Basically, it
would discover what
Felix Salten had hidden.
This is how the scene
looks when interpreted
as Bambi waits for his
mother to check that is it
is safe to come to the
meadow.” A.S.

SALTEN & ZIPES. THE ORIGINAL BAMBI: THE STORY OF A LIFE IN THE FOREST, P 13. TRANSLATED BY JACK ZIPES [LLUSTRATIONS COPYRIGHT © 2022 BY ALENKA SOTTLER. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
FROM FELIX SALTEN’S BAMBI: A STORY OF A LIFE IN THE Woo0Ds (1923). CoPYRIGHT © 2022 BY PRINCETON
UNIVERSITY PRESS. [LLUSTRATIONS COPYRIGHT © 2022 BY ALENKA SOTTLER. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



Bambi and the Prince of the Forest

THIS ILLUSTRATION IS IN THE BOOK. THIS ILLUSTRATION IS NOT IN THE BOOK.

CONCEPT 1: ENCOURAGING THE READER’S OWN EXPERIENCE. CONCEPT 2: EMPHASIZING THE HIDDEN CONTEXT. THE FOREST BECOMES VIENNA.

“lllustration
via a 1920
Vienna
street
photo.” A.S.

SALTEN & ZIPES. THE ORIGINAL BAMBI: THE STORY OF A LIFE IN THE FOREST, P 43. TRANSLATED BY JACK ZIPES ILLUSTRATIONS COPYRIGHT © 2022 BY ALENKA SOTTLER. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
FROM FELIX SALTEN’S BAMBI: A STORY OF A LiFe IN THE Woobs (1923). COPYRIGHT © 2022 BY PRINCETON
UNIVERSITY PRESS. ILLUSTRATIONS COPYRIGHT © 2022 BY ALENKA SOTTLER. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.




Bambi and His Mother: The Forest Becomes Vienna
Additional Illustrations by Alenka Sottler (not in the book)

“This illustration
represents the
idea of combining
two images into
one, a true
photograph of
Vienna, and an
illustration of a
scene from the
Salten novel.” A.S.

“This sketch
combines the
scene when
Bambi comes to
the edge of the
clearing with his
mother, and a
photo of a large
Vienna square
acting as analogy.”
A.S.

ILLUSTRATIONS COPYRIGHT © 2022 BY ALENKA SOTTLER. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.




Felix Salten
1869 - 1945
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