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“Bambi is a delicious book.  For delicacy of perception 
and essential truth, I hardly know any story of animals 
that can stand beside this life study of a forest deer.” 
John Galsworthy, foreword to the Whittaker Chambers 
translation. 
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Kurt Wiese was born in Germany. As a young man he lived in China, where he was captured by the Japanese at the 
outbreak of World War I and turned over to the British. Wiese spent five years as a prisoner, mostly in Australia. 
Entranced by the animals and the landscape, he found that he had a gift for illustration. After the war he lived in 
Brazil for a time before immigrating to the U.S. in 1927 and settling in New Jersey. 
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1931 English Translation by Whittaker Chambers 
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“In this sketch, I really 
turned everything upside 
down. I tried the idea 
that the forest would 
replace the streets, 
houses and squares of 
Vienna in the story, 
followed by forest 
animals. Basically, it 
would discover what 
Felix Salten had hidden. 
This is how the scene 
looks when interpreted 
as Bambi waits for his 
mother to check that is it 
is safe to come to the 
meadow.” A.S.
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“Illustration 
via a 1920 
Vienna 
street 
photo.” A.S.



“This illustration 
represents the 
idea of combining 
two images into 
one, a true 
photograph of 
Vienna, and an 
illustration of a 
scene from the 
Salten novel.” A.S.
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“This sketch 
combines the 
scene when 
Bambi comes to 
the edge of the 
clearing with his 
mother, and a 
photo of a large 
Vienna square 
acting as analogy.” 
A.S.
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