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Felix Salten and Theodor Herzl (1860-1904) 
were close friends, and Salten wrote a 
weekly column for Die Welt, Herzl’s Zionist 
newspaper. 

In 1929, the Zionist Organization of America 
published Theodor Herzl: A Memorial (edited 
by Meyer Wolfe Weisgal) to mark the 25th 
anniversary of Herzl’s death. It included a 
tribute by Salten.

His tribute concludes: “Only when he was 
borne to his grave on the lofty 
Türkenschanze, when…I saw the enormous 
train of his funeral procession – only then did 
I understand how appalling was the loss 
which Jewry had suffered.”

HOWARD ZIK. THEODOR HERZL WITH HIS ASTONISHING TALENTS AND FRIENDSHIPS. 
JEWISHPRESS.COM. AUGUST 8, 2019. 
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. . . and Nazism

NICOLE BAXTER. A NEARLY 100-YEAR-OLD SILENT FILM THAT OUTRAGED ANTI-SEMITES IS MAKING ITS IOWA PREMIERE. 
HERE'S WHAT MAKES IT SPECIAL. IOWA PUBLIC RADIO. SEPTEMBER 21, 2023.

The City Without Jews (1924). Flicker Alley

The Cultural Critic

Hitler spent seven years of “study 
and suffering” in Vienna, during 
which “my eyes were opened to 
two perils, the names of which I 
scarcely knew hitherto and had 
no notion whatsoever of their 
terrible significance for the 
existence of the German people. 
These two perils were Marxism 
and Judaism…Vienna taught me 
the most profound lessons of my 
life” (Mein Kampf, 1925-1926). He 
left for Germany in 1914 but 
returned to Vienna in triumph 
following the Anschluss.
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“. . . Salten’s novel is a brilliant and profound story of how minority 
groups throughout the world have been brutally treated, even when 
they try to live peacefully in their own environment.”
   
  Jack Zipes, Introduction
  The Original Bambi: The Story of a Life in the Forest 
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humanity in our conflicted world. I was overwhelmed by Salten’s dilemmas as I translated his work and hope that I have done it 
justice.
      Jack Zipes
      The Original Bambi: The Story of a Life in the Forest
      Translator’s Note. June 7, 2021

     Alenka Sottler, Illustrator (2022)
      The Original Bambi: The Story of a Life in the Forest
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“The film is faithful to visual, artistic accuracy in the general appearance and movements of many of its animals, not to a scientific or 
ecological accuracy. Even the visual accuracy is compromised for the sake of cuteness…This image of cuteness has become so popular that 
even adult deer are sometimes mistakenly shown with spots.”
      Ralph Lutts, “The Trouble with Bambi: Walt Disney’s Bambi 
      and the American Vision of Nature”
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Like Bambi, Felix Salten Ultimately Had No Secure Place in the World


